Cryptococcus neoformans peritonitis in a patient with alcoholic cirrhosis: case report and review of the literature.
In the absence of coexisting HIV infection Cryptococcus neoformans is rarely considered in the differential diagnosis of peritonitis that occurs in patients with cirrhosis and ascites. Here, we report on a 39-year-old male, HIV-negative patient with decompensated alcohol toxic liver cirrhosis who developed a lethal intraperitoneal infection with C. neoformans. We reviewed the literature and found an additional 19 cases with culture confirmed cryptococcal peritonitis in combination with liver disease or AIDS. We suggest that awareness of this unusual but lethal entity may lead to earlier diagnosis and proper treatment.